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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Department of Government

COURSE TITLE:  THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES 
COURSE CODE:  GT32P / GOVT3009 
LEVEL:  III      
SEMESTER:  I      
NO. OF CREDITS:  3 
PREREQUISITE(S):  GT11A and GT11B 
LECTURER:  Dr. Lawrence Alfred Powell 
TUTOR:  Mr. Vernon Boothe 
OFFICE:  Room 23, Soc.Sci. 
COURSE EMAIL ADDRESS:  gt32p@yahoo.com 
COURSE WEBSITE FOR MATERIALS/LINKS/ANNOUNCEMENTS: http://gt32pcourse.50webs.com  (see also the ourVLE course container) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE: 
This course introduces students to some of the major literatures and theories of politics in industrial societies, with a particular focus on North America and Europe. It looks at the historical evolution of majoritarian, libertarian, and egalitarian components of modern 'democracy', as these have developed in the West in conjunction with industrial capitalism, labour movements, expansion of citizen rights, and the social policies of modern 'welfare states' (worker & consumer protection, health, education, employment, antipoverty, pension policies). The development of parties, electoral systems, and mass media within modern industrialized democracies is also examined. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of the course, it is expected that students will have achieved three goals: 
1) They should be familiar with fundamental literatures, theories and approaches in the study of the politics of industrial societies. 
2) They should have developed their critical analytical, presentation, and writing skills, while developing their ability to work with others in the tutorials -- all essential skills for post-graduation public & private sector employment. 
3) They should have developed a knowledge of the politics of these societies that is relevant to their own personal and professional needs. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
There are no required texts for this course. Individual readings and a composite readings packet of major 'classics' in the field will be available for purchase at Joint Board of Teacher Education-Materials Production Unit. Other readings/resources/videos will be accessible through the GT32P course site, ourVLE and misc. internet links. 

ASSESSMENT: 

  FINAL EXAMINATION: 60% 
  COURSE WORK: 40% 
     -Written Essay 20% 
     -Oral Presentation in Tutorial 15% 
     -Participation 5% 

Each student is expected to sign up for and to attend a tutorial on a consistent basis throughout the semester. These tutorial groups will meet once every week. Students are expected to actively participate in the discussions relating to the theme of the week, and to make their oral presentations and deliver their essays on the specified dates. 


OUTLINE OF THE LECTURE UNITS:
(Approximately one unit will be covered per week, though this will vary somewhat by topic, with some extending beyond a week. Associated readings will be announced in class, and posted on the course website and ourVLE.) 

I. Theories & concepts in the study of the politics of industrial societies 

II. Historical perspective: Politics and social policies in an age of industrial expansion 

III. Historical perspective: The collapse of laissez faire and the development of 20th century ‘welfare states’ 

IV. Political culture in modern industrial societies: comparing 'European' and 'American' models 

V.  Historical perspective: The "revolt of the haves" - backlash, welfare-state retrenchment, deregulation and privatization in the Reagan-Thatcher era 

VI.  Historical perspective: The "great recession" of 2008-10 - collapse of the global neoliberal consensus, and the search for more balanced public-private alternatives

VII. Elections, public opinion, and mass media in modern industrial societies (part I) 

VIII. Elections, public opinion, and mass media in modern industrial societies (part II)  

IX. Contemporary critiques of industrial society 

X. (if time permits) The challenge of "building social capital" in modern industrial democracies 


(Required readings for each of the course/lecture themes, and the corresponding tutorial/essay questions, are listed in a separate document.) 

